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President Obama's revision to the policy would place a greater focus on preparing kids for a future in college and the workforce.
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Last month, President Barack
Obama proposed a revision of
the 2001 No Child Left Behind
Act. The revision would evaluate
schools academically, not on
students' scores on standardized tests.
The current policy focuses
on the schools' performances as
measured by standardized math,
science and reading tests - in
Florida's case, the FCAT.

I

The revision would emphasize the importance of getting
students ready to succeed in
college and in the work force
by the year 2020. Schools that
meet the annual goal will be
rewarded monetarily through
the $350 million "Race to the
Top" program.
"Awards in 'Race to the
Top' will go to states that are
leading the way with ambitious,
yet achievable plans for implementing coherent, compelling

and comprehensive education
reform," reads a description of
the program on the Department of
Education's Web site.
To test whether students are
advancing academically, a new
set of standardized tests will be
designed. "We will support the
development and use of a new
generation of assessments that
are aligned with college and
career-ready standards, to better
determine whether students have
acquired the skills they need for

success," reads the blueprint for
the new policy.
"[Obama] has to try it out,
but I think any revision will be
better than before," said Rachelle
Faublas, junior psychology
major. "He needs to test it out and
see where it goes. If something is
right, keep it. If not, go back and
revise it. Don't just do something
and not go back to revise it."
Teachers will also be
evaluated to ensure the quality
of education. "We will elevate
SEE CHILD 3
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when it came to the medium of
the work. Students could submit
photographs, posters, graphic
The students left an designs, sculptures and other
imprint at the Farquhar College visual works.
At the end of the opening
of Arts and Sciences' Division
of Performing and Visual Arts reception, the winners and
second juried student exhibition, honorable mentions selected by
"On the Wire." The exhibition the curator of the Hollywood
showcasedartwork from under- Art and Culture Center - were
announced. Only the first place
graduate students using media.
"An artist grows and learns winner was present.
Fernando Frances, sophothrough experience," said Michael
Caldwell, D.M.A., director of · more business administration
the Division of Performing and major and graphic design
Visual Arts. "What we are doing minor, won for his poster that
here is providing them with the represented an anti-fur message.
Frances has submitted his piece
opportunity to do both."
There were no limitations to the Design Against Fur 2010
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR

Poster Design and Advertising
Contest, a national competition.
"It was so hard to find an
image that would not imitate
other works I had seen," said
Frances, "It took a lot of research
and when I finally found this one,
I had to use it."
Frances' poster featured a
zipper over a kitten's mouth which
represented the animal's inability
to speak fQr itself. "Animals can't
talk to you and tell you someone
is being mean and hurting them,"
said Frances.
Another award was given,
Dean's Choice. Don Rosenblum,
dean of the Farquhar College of
Arts and Sciences, awarded this
SEE ART 2

Photo by A. Rodriguez

First place winner, Fernando Frances, sophomore business administration major and
graphic design minor, poses with his winning piece. Frances's poster, along with others in
the same category, was submitted to a nationwide competition to raise awareness about
the use of fur.
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Graphic design submissions by various
students created for the Digressions
Literary Magazine Cover re-design.

Photo by A. Rodriguez

Tennille Shuster, M.F.A., assistant professor of graphic design Qeft) Fernando Frances,
sophomore business administration major (center) and Michael Caldwell, D.M.A.,
director of the Division of Performing and Visual Arts (right) pose for a picture after the
winners were announced. The winners were chosen by the curator of the Hollywood
Art and Culture Center.

to Samantha Schmeidt's piece,
"EI Gallo." The Patrons' Award is
being voted on by all attendees.
The winner will be announced on
April 15 and will receive $100.
The opening reception
was considered a success by its
organizers. It was considerably
better than last year's event.
"We started in the fall of 2008
and we didn't have such a
robust response," said Tennille
Shuster, M.F.A., assistant professor of graphic design and
co-founder of the event.
"On the Wire" will run until
April 26 in Gallery 217 on the
second floor of the Don Taft
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RENT YOUR TEXTBOOKS!
In a bind? New and
used textbooks at
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Mention this ad
and get$5.oo off
your purchase!
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EXCHANGE
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We're in the Nova Center shopping
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President Obama sits on the step of the U.S. Senate Building with a group of children.

the teaching profession to focus
on recognizing, encouraging
and rewarding excellence. We
are calling on states and districts
to develop and implement
systems of teacher and principal
evaluation and support, and to
identify effective and highly
effective teachers and principals
on the basis of student growth
and other factors," the blueprint reads.
On the state level, a
bill was proposed at the end

A

of last month stating that 50
percent of teachers' salaries will
depend on student performance.
. "I think it is more of a
motivational move for [the
teachers] to change their teaching
styles," added Faublas. "Maybe
this way they will be able to pinpoint the students who need more
help and talk to their administrator
to help the student learn."
Sidi Lakhdar, Ed.D., professor and coordinator in the
Fischler School's Exceptional

or

.

CARS and CYCLES

Student Education master's .
.program, said, "However, they
are just recommendations now
and when they go to the law
makers they may do something
completely different. They may
change it or revamp it. So, 1 think
it is still early to get too excited."
To read the entire blueprint for the new policy, visit
www2.ed.gov /p olicy /e lsec /
leg/blueprint/publicationj>g3.
htrnl#part3.
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Land That
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Experience Matters and
Internships Help You Get It

Job
AMANDA CAZACU
FEATURES EDITOR

While deciding on a major
is hard enough, the option of
double majoring or picking up
a minor can be enough to make
you change your mind at least
75 times before graduation. You
might opt for something that will
set you a part and help you figure
out what profession you want to
prepare for.
Picking the right degree
program for your professional
goals, choosing to double major
or even picking up a minor can
assist you in landing that perfectjob.
You face an important life
choice where you will want to
prepare for your future career
and set yourself apart from other
potential candidates. According to a survey conducted by
CollegeGrad.com, employers were
asked what mattered most when
they consider hiring a recent
college graduate. 35 percent
responded that the number one
criteria is the student's major,
24 percent listed the student's
interviewing skills and 21
percent listed the student's job
and internship experience.
Ashley Rodriguez, senior
business administration major,
said, "When I got hired, they
didn't ask for my GPA but
were more impressed about my
previous experience."
The job market can be
intimidating for any college graduate because jobs are limited and
competition is steep. In order to
land that coveted job, you have
to have the whole package. Sean
Cunningham, senior finance major, said, "I had to sell myself on
how great I was and i think that
confidence landed me the job."
NSU offers free assistance
to students who want help with
their job search. The Office
of Career Development can
help you nail that interview
and write a flawless resume.
They can also help you find
internships to add to that resume.
For more
information
on choosing the right major,
writing the ideal resume and
getting an internship, visit
www.nova.edu/career.

Courtesy of www.projects~ab;~ad. co.~~

Students can work alongside professionals in an environment where they can learn about the company and build relationships with people in their field.

ALEJANDRINA LARA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Imagine you're about to
graduate. You have an important
job interview. You've prepared
the · resume, bought the boring
suit and researched the company.
You're confident. You have the
grades and campus leadership
experience to nail this interview.
But, you don't get the job. What
happened? Well, according to
Diane Klein, assistant director of
internships in the Office of Career
Development, you did everythipg
but an internship.
Klein believes that experience matters more than GPA.
The knowledge gained during an
internship cannot be learned in a
classroom. Internships allow you
to work in your field and gain
experience by contributing to projects, networking with business
leaders and learning from others.
Employers value an educated
and experienced candidate over,

simply, an educated one.
Klein said that students live
in an academic bubble. And when
that bubble bursts at graduation,
you want to be ready. Internships
can help you figure out what you
want to do in life because you
get to explore different careers.
Finding the right career is like
shopping. "You try on a lot ofpairs
of shoes and see which one fits,"
said Klein.
Klein said that doing
several internships can help
students understand where they
belong. The data collected by the
U.S. Department of Labor shows
that workers between the ages of
18 and 38 change jobs an average
of 10 times. Career exploration
before graduation can help you
avoid multiple career changes
and help you stay committed to
the right job from the start.
Another advantage of interning is networking. Klein feels
that this is the most important
skill that a student can learn at

an internship. Klein maintains
relationships with a variety of
companies, such as MTV, Office
Depot, and MassMutual so that
students have the opportunity
to develop relationships with
important people in their
field. The hope is that these
relationships will benefit students
in the future .
However, Klein stressed
that preparing for an internship is
just as important as getting one.
The Office ofCareer Development
will prepare you for an internship
interview and, once you get the
internship, help you take full
advantage of the opportunities
there. To help you find the right
internship you should make
an appointment with Klein to
discuss what type of internship
you want. Then Klein will search
her network of companies and
identify possible opportunities.
Once you've decided on a
company, Klein will prepare
you for the interview by helping

Thai

11 :30 o .m .-3 p.m .
5 p.m .-9:30 p.m .

you write a targeted resume
and cover letter, scheduling a
mock interview, and building
self-esteem and confidence.
Once you're hired for
an internship, you can also
be a part of the Internship
Professional Workshop Series.
Klien said the purpose of this
series is to help students take full
advantage of internships and talk
about situations they experience
while working.
Chelsea Willis, a junior
business administration major
who is currently interning with
Ford Models, said that the
workshops have benefited her.
"It has helped me learn what
is appropriate in a professional
setting and how to network well
with the people I work with."
For more information,
please contact the Office of
Career Development at (954)
262-7201.
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Player Profile: Edikan Nkan On the Bench CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

In only its fourth season,
the NSU track and field program
is taking giant strides towards
becoming an established program in South Florida. Often
competing against NCAA Division I programs, both the men
and women's track and field
teams have been competitive in
all their meets.
Sophomore Edikan Nkan,
a dual-event athlete in only his
second season as a Shark, has set
a school record in the discus, as
well as in the shot put.
.
Nkan believes the track and
field program will only continue
to grow, "I think we can become
really good," he said
"So far, with what we have,
we have competed really well
because we are going against
division one schools and schools
that are bigger than us and we
are right there with them, give
it a little more time and more
recruiting we will become really
good," said Nkan.
Nkan believes the program
has some immediate goals for the
season. "We are trying to get a
couple of people to qualify for

nationals in division two and
we have a couple of people that
are close. Hopefully next year
we can have even more people
qualifying," he said.
In terms of preparation,
Nkan likes to stick to a similar
schedule before every meet.
"During the week, if we have
a meet on a Saturday, Monday
through Thursday I split my
training up between shot put and
discus. On the Friday before a
meet, I don't go hard at all, in
comparison to the first four days.
I will just work on footwork and
technique," he said.
In the long run Nkan wants
to attend Pharmacy school. "I am
going to start applying for grad
schools in about one year."
Before you compete, what is
your perfect pre-meet meal?
"I would say fruit. I take
two or three of them. I will warm
up, run and then grab a fruit cup
and drink it up real quick. I try
not to eat a lot during the meet.
If I have finished my event I will
eat whatever we . have. During
the meet I just kill the
fruit cups."
Who would play
you in a movie

about your life?
"I would say Will Smith because
I know he is into the whole
working out thing. I couldn't
pick a skinny, small person to
play me."
In the movie who would you
want to play your love interest?
"Gabriel Union - easy."
If you were stranded -on the
moon, what three items would
you take with you?
"I would take a portable DVD
player with batteries. If I could
I would take a weight room,
or a weight set, and probably
an iPod."
If you could travel back in time
what time period would you
go to?
"I would probably go to my high
school years because that's were I
had the most experiences, all the
crazy stuff that happened tenth
through twelfth grade."
If you could sit down for dinner
with anybody, famous or not
famous, dead or alive, who
would you want?
"Definitely President Obama,
Martin
Luther
King
and
Nelson Mandela."

Tiger Will Make A Comeback
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

On the eve of the biggest
tournament of his career and at
a definitive moment in his life,
Tiger Woods stands on the brink
of greatness - again.
After a self-inflicted hiatus
from golf, the world's best
player will return to the Augusta
National, the venue that started it
all for Woods. Woods' decision
to compete at the Master's is an
astute and tactical one - exactly
the kind of decision Woods is
known for. The Augusta National
is one of the most private golfing
venues with limited media
accessibility. The possibility of
an intoxicated spectator yelling
a Tiger-targeted obscenity is
less likely at the Master's. A
controlled environment is exactly
what Woods craves right now.
Since turning professional
in 1996, Woods has projected an
image of purity and because of his
"transgressions" that image has
been obliterated. Do spectators
have the right to yell obscenities
at Tiger Woods? Absolutely. Do
late night talk show hosts have
the right to make Tiger Woods the
butt of every joke? Absolutely.
Will the obscenities, jokes and
massive media coverage affect
Tiger Woods? Absolutely not.
The "transgressions" , that
have been cited in the media
should never be condoned and

At the ·Plate with Jessica Hernandez
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

The NSU women's softball
team has had a solid season
courtesy of explosive batting and
consistent pitching. At the plate
the Sharks have been impressive
and none more so than senior
Jessica Hernandez. A recent
back-to-back Sunshine State
Conference player of the week,
Hernandez has been outstanding
at bat. The Miami native currently
ranks first for the Sharks with 32
RBI's this season. Hernandez is
also second on the team for hits,
second for total bases and fourth
for runs scored.
After learning that she had
been named SSC player of
the week for the second time,
Hernandez said, "I was very
excited. It is the first time I had
received that acknowledgement at
the school, and it was pretty cool."
Hernandez said, "I can't
remember if anybody else has
ever
received
back-to-back
awards. I don't think so."
The senior right-fielder
gave insight into how the Sharks'
prepare for game day. "We usually
practice once or twice a week and
we also pre-game, which is where
we hit in the cages and ground-

balls, that's how we pretty much
prepare for the games."
Hernandez likes to prepare
herself for games by listening
to music, listening to her iPod
usually pumps her up before a
game and it allows her to mentally
get focused, nothing too specific.
In response to whether the
Sharks have what it takes to go
all the way and win a national
championship, Hernandez said,
"Definitely, I think we have a lot
of talent on our team and we have
really good team cohesion. We
just have everything that it takes
to get there."
Hernandez said, "I
just feel as though we
are going to continue
to get better and we
are going to keep moving
forward."
"Wmning conference, hopefully winning regionals and
making it all the way to nationals."
In her last year of eligibility,
Hernandez contemplates what
she will do after her Sharks career
ends, "Honestly, I am going to
take some time off."
Eventually, Hernandez wants
to go back to school and get
her master's degree. Although
not sure of the area of study,
she is not sure if professional

softball is in her future.
What is your perfect prematch meal?
"Honestly, I will eat anything.
I don't really have a set meal.
Before games I just like to eat
something not so heavy so there
is nothing heavy in my stomach"
Who would play you in a movie
about your life?
"My mom because she knows me
the best"

dead or alive, who would you
want?
"One of them would have to be
Sue Enquist, she is very well
known in the softball world.
Maybe Denzel Washington, he is
probably my favorite actor. Halle
Berry, because I like the way she
acts too. My grandmother, she
passed away and I haven't seen
her in a long time and I would
really like that."

In the movie who would you
want to play your love interest?
"I guess, I would have to say, my
boyfriend"

back
in time what
time period
would you go to?
"To the seventies because
times didn't seem as crazy
as they are now. You know,
everything seemed a little
more peaceful."
If you could sit down for
dinnet with anybody,
famous or not famous,
Courtesy of Sports
Information

Photo by L Aurigemma

Craig Heenighan, Sports Editor

Tiger deserves everything that
comes his way. However, the
reason he has been the subject of
such intense scrutiny is because
he stands alone on a giant sporting
pedestal. Wood's stands alone
on this pedestal because of his
superhuman efforts on the golf
course. His cape may have been
dragged through a shredder, but if
there is anyone in the history of
sport who can zone out and focus
on the job in hand, Tiger can.
The media have labeled
Woods a control freak and, if that
is the case, the Master's will be
the first thing Woods has been
in control of since that notorious
crash in mid-November. The
world's most powerful athlete
has been rendered powerless ever
since the world's media discovered his kryptonite -women.
The mere notion of a return
to normality must surely have
Tiger eager to put on his infamous
Nike cap and step out on to the
course. Woods will be back in his
domain - back in control - for
the first time in over four months.
As soon as his wounded paws
grip his driver · and rip the first
tee-shot down the fairway on the
first day of the Master's, Tiger
will be back. Even a wounded
Tiger is still a daunting prospect
for the competitors in the field.
Once Woods is in golf-mode they
are powerless to stop him. As
soon as Tiger dons his game face,
complete with customary stare,
the other competitors may as well
put their clubs back in the trunk
and call it a day.
If Woods pulls off of this
remarkable comeback and claims
the illustrious green jacket, it will
be one of the greatest sporting
achievements of all time. Yes, his
exile from golf was self inflicted
and no one should have any
sympathy for him. But, if he does
win, everyone should be in awe.
Short of wearing blue tights and
flying, Tiger Woods is the closest
thing to a superhero the athletic
world has seen. Granted, to the
outside world, he may, indeed, be
Lex Luther.
Can Tiger Woods still
dominate the golf course? Absolutely. Can Tiger Woods win the
Master's? Absolutely. Can Tiger
Woods win back his golden boy
image? Absolutely not.
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CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

Since its induction into
the National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) less than
a decade ago, NSU athletics
has grown exponentially. The
Athletics and Student Affairs
(ASA) building has long been the
home of athletics. However on
Aug. 1, the department is moving
to the Central Services Building
located behind the Don Taft
University Center.
The department has become
one of the top all-round collegiate
programs in the state. Many of
the sports teams are beginning to
compete on the national stage, and
women's rowing and women's
golf have become the best teams
in the nation.
. ' Athletic Director Michael
Mominey said, "We are going to
move into the Central Services
Building, which is the physical
. plant. It has always been in the
master plan for us to move the
operations over there."
Mominey said the move
happened a lot quicker than
he thought. NSU is going to
do a renovation of the Central
Services Building. The Central
Services' operations are moving
to the lower school.
Construction of the new

Courtesy of Sports Information

This is the first floor of the new home of NSU Athletics.

facility win begin in 30. days. The
new home of athletics will have
several highlights including a
new academic center.
"It's gomg to be setup like a
classroom and I am pretty excited
about that piece of the building,"
said Mominey.
James Knapp, Coordinator
for Athletic Academic Services,
believes the new academic center
will give the athletes their own
space away from the coaches and
staff. "It will be one study hall
with study carrels and different

things we can utilize for all of our
student athletes," he said.
Knapp believes athletes
will benefit ~ecause they will
have individyal study l'ooms with
new laptops and new furniture.
"The facility is going to be a
whole new environment for the
athletes and its going to be a great
recruiting tool for everybody at
the university," he said.
To accommodate the expanding need for strength and
conditioning ofNSU athletes, the
facility will feature to an athlete-

only weight room.
"Right now, where the
loading dock is, that is going to
become a new weight room for
athletics only. The weight r00Ffl
is going to be roughly 5,30.0. to
5,40.0. square feet, it will be one
of, if not the best, strength facilIty
in the country," said Mominey.
The need for an athleteonly weight room was a result of
an increase in the student-athlete
population and an increase in
the student population. "Three
years ago, there was not as many

athletes and as many students
so the shared concept of the
facility was not a big deal. Now
our strength and conditioning
coaches, just with teams, were
averaging eight to ten hours a day
in there," said Mominey.
"It just isn't a good situation
for the student body or the athletic department," said Mominey.
"With the new weight room
the strength and conditioning
staff won't need to be worried
about being here from five in the
morning to seven at night."
The new facility will
also feature a new swimming
and diving locker rooms. The
swimming and diving program
will begin its .first season in
the fall.
NSU athletics will continue
to expand in order to become
competitive at the national level
in all sports. Mominey said,
The new building will be very
beneficial to the student athletes.
It's always exciting to get new
digs."

Mediation Certification Apri116-18, 2010,at .NSU.(Ft. Laud.)
ACT NOW: $445, Regularly $500
Become a Florida Supreme Court Certified County Mediator. Take our 3-Day Program.
Act Now! (special rate applies before Apri15th) OR 5 people for group rate of $400 each

Mention Coupon Code: (ICRC123) when you register: Email usatICRCtraining.comcast.net

u.s. News and World Report listed MEDIATOR as
among the "Best Careers" for the last 3 years in a row!!
•

Proudly display your Florida Supreme Court Certificate

•

Receive continuing credit for professional development

•

Start an exciting career as a mediator

•

Learn how to effectively mediate conflict

Perfect for people studying in the fields of: law, healthcare,
cation, criminal justice, business, conflict resolution, etc.
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To the Gorillaz, Life's
a "Plastic Beach"

Cour tesy of www.thefader.com

JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

You have probably never
seen the Gorillaz. At least not
the actual humans behind the
animated characters. One thing
is for sure. Though, you have
heard them. The talented group
that brought you hits like "Clint
Eastwood" and "Feel Good
Inc." is back with their third
album, "Plastic Beach," and they
definitely want you to hear this.
2D, Murdoc, Russel and
Noodle are the names of the
Gorillaz and are fictitious
characters created by the
band. In real life, the band has

two members, Damon Albarn
and Jamie Hewlett.
"Plastic Beach" comes with
much anticipation and a list of
collaborations, including Snoop
Dogg, Lou Reed, Mos Def,
Bobby Womack, Gruff Rhys and
De La Soul. The album's quality
surpasses all expectations.
Admittedly, the album does
start off a bit slowly, but quickly
gains momentum and captures
your attention with the third
track, "White Flag," which starts
off with some classical guitar. It
is reminiscent of certain tracks
from Radiohead's "In Rainbows."
"White Flag" is a beautiful,
relaxing ballad and maintains the

same vibe throughout. It never
really goes up or down, but hangs
on as a tranquil ride through a
serene backdrop created by the
Lebanese National Orchestra for
Oriental Arabic music.
"Glitter Freeze" is another
beautiful track that sounds like
a mixture of a lullaby and The
Flaming Lips "Do You Realize?"
There is a xylophone-type progression playing throughout and
in the middle is a culmination of
instruments that include guitars
and horns. Towards the end is a
spoken word insert by Mark E.
Smith. This song is the highlight
of the album.
You can expect a lot of
electronic and synthetically man. ufactured beats and rhythms
throughout the album, but as
always, the Gorillaz's mission is
to create a paradox by adding a
hefty amount of lyrical depth to
their music. They have always
included lyrical commentaries
on society and culture. They do
not shy away from those same
anecdotes on this album.
However, the Gorillaz are
also here to make some great
. music that is funky. A lot of the
songs on the album start off
or include long instrumental
periods where the music plays
on with no lyrical intrusions. On
the tracks, the Gorillaz prove
that while, they are obviously
skilled lyrically, they are also
just as adept when it comes to
composing instrumentals.
The . Gorillaz make some
great music that is funky and has
a good sound. "Plastic Beach" is
a great album by a band that has
truly set itself apart from most of
the music scene. Make sure you
listen to this album.
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AMANDA CAZACU
FEATURES EDITOR

Ever been stranded on the
side of the road with what was
left of your flat tire? Your first
thought was probably to phone a
friend or begrudgingly dial AAA.
Have you thought of possibly
taking care of it yourself? Sure,
it can be done. But, how? This
is where your nifty smart phone
comes in handy. Just log on to
Ehow.com, type in your question
and, presto, you will have stepby-step directions in the palm of
your hand.
If you are not a fan ofreading and instructional videos seem
to catch your attention, you have
that option too. There are "how
to's" for just about everything
from business related queries
to health related queries. You

can browse through numerous
categories or just type a question
in the search bar. You can earn
extra cash by contributing your
own "how to." The Ehow library
has more than I million articles
and 170,000 high-quality videos.
Check out Ehow.com's blog
with information on anything you
would want to knOw. Even if you
bumed popcorn, you can check
the blog for tips on how to clean
that messy explosion in your
microwave.
"How do I boil an egg?"
Might seem like a no brainer,
but for some, it is just what
they need to save themselves
the embarrassment of asking
someone. If you've got questions,
Ehow.com has answers.

The Beach"Boys
STEFANI RUBINO
MANAGING/OPINIONS EDITOR

When it comes to classic
pop music, I feel that music fans
are divided into three camps:
Beatles fans, Rolling Stones fans
and Beach Boys fans. Though
I'm sure this issue is not nearly as
black and white as it sounds, there
seems to be a great divide among
fans of these bands. For me, the
choice is easy. I've always been
a fan of the Beach Boys. Why?
Two words - "Pet Sounds."
The Beach Boys were
formed in 1961 in the heart of
Southern California by Brian
Wilson (bass, keyboards and
vocals), his brothers Carl Wilson
(guitar) and Dennis Wilson
(drums), their cousin Mike Love
(vocals) and a family friend, Al
Jardine (guitar). By 1964, the year
of the "British Invasion," they
had released six albums and had
established themselves as one of
the greatest American rock bands

with hits such as "Surfer Girl," "I
Get Around" and "Surftn'U.S.A."
As more and more British bands
began gaining American fans,
Brian Wilson felt challenged
to create a completely original
album that would free them from
their "surf rock" image and truly
showcase their talents. The result
was "Pet Sounds."
Though the Beach Boys are
still known for their signature surf
sound, "Pet Sounds" is regarded
by many as their masterpiece.
Accompanying the usual Beach
Boys instrumental set up, the
album features a full orchestra
and the use of unconventional
instruments and bicycle bells to
Theremins. On top of that, "Pet
Sounds" marks a sort of turning
point for Brian Wilson lyrically,
as his struggles with mental
illness had just begun to take hold
of his life.
The album opens with the
ever-popular "Wouldn't It Be
Nice," an upbeat love song that

is comprised of the Beach Boys'
falsetto melodies alongside their
new experimental orchestra. This
glides into the bittersweet, "You
Still Believe In Me," a song about
the ups and downs of an extremely
emotional relationship. From
there listeners are taken on this
kind of ride, through good times
and bad, through the beautiful
and bittersweet, with the Beach
Boys' inventive compositions
and poignant songwriting.
If the first two tracks on
the album aren't enough to make
you listen, the best tracks on the
album - "That's Not Me," ''I'm
WaiCgForThe Day," "God Only
Knows" and "I Just Wasn't Made
For These Times" - are more
than enough to keep you listening.
Brian Wilson intended to show the
Beach Boys' versatility as artists
and musicians on this album, but
it goes above and beyond those
original intentions.
"Pet Sounds" is a personal and
stunning testament to just how

Cour tesy of www.streamingoldies.com

Forming in 1961, the Beach Boys quickly became one of the most iconic American
bands of all time (from left to right: Dennis Wilson, Mike Love, AlJardine, Brian Wilson
and Carl Wilson).

talented these five surfer "dudes"
from Southern California really
are. There is more to the Beach

Boys than you could ever expect,
and "Pet Sounds" is where you
will find it.
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"How To Train Your Dragon"
Tells the Same Old Story
NATIONAL COMPANY
Seeks PT-FT Representation.
Apply 9am-5pm, Monday-Friday,
954.571.8151
www.powermizzer7.com

Courtesy of www.collider.com

JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTEIITAINMENT EDITOR

The story of "man meets
dragon" has unsuccessfully been
attempted before, mos notably
in the forgettable 1996 film
"Dragonheart." In contrast,"How
To Train Your Dragon" is one of
the better dragon films.
Hiccup (voiced by Jay
Baruchel) is a young boy who is
something of an outsider in his
Viking village where the best
men are those who cour ,geously
slay dragons. His father (Gerard
Butler), the King, is disappointed
by the realization that his son will
never meet his grand expectations.
Being something of an inventor,
Hiccup goes out one day to
shoot a dragon with a n lakeshift
crossbow. He is successful and
hits the most sought-after dragon
of them all. He finds the wounded
dragon, but cannot kill it, since
he feels nothing but sympathy
for him.
Hiccup and the dragon,
who he names Toothless, build
a friendship that leads to a new

understanding of the dragons and
their · world. When the- Vikings
discover Hiccup and his secret,
they do not understand it and
Hiccup is placed in the middle of
a war between the two.
I went into this movie with a
strong desire to love it. However,
this was difficult when I realized
that it is a regurgitation of a story
I have seen many times. True, one
can make the argument that 90
percent of the films coming out
of Hollywood are just that, which
is what makes the ten percent
of original films that come out
so great.
With that out of the way,
there were still enough good things
about this film to make it wOlth
a viewing and a suitable addition
to you or a child's DVD collection. Baruchel was excellent
as Hiccup, who embodies
the innocence and wonder of
children who are unblemished
by the restraints of stereotypes
and prejudices. He exemplifies
how children are able to see
people, or a dragon, for what
they are on the inside, and not what

is seen on the outside. Butler and
Craig Ferguson were a great
team in their supporting roles,
as well.
Toothless was a wonderful
character who was animated to
display a lot of depth and charm
even though he does not speak.
The chemistry between Toothless
and Hiccup is what creates the
most magic in the film. There is
also something that happens to
Hiccup, at the end of the film,
which added another layer to the
already positive and influential
message of the film. You will
have to see it to know what it is,
but I was very happy to see this
film take that courageous "step."
It was definitely a unique choice
that shows how being different
is not a bad thing, and that even
if things are not perfect, life can
still be wonderful.
While I still think this
movie is getting a bit more praise
than it deserves, it is certainly
worth seeing eventually. It may
just be better to wait for it to come
out on DVD, instead of spending
$10 at the theater.
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Goodbye FeAT, Editor's Note
Hello Education
SERENA MANN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

STEFANI RUBINO
MANAGING/OPINIONS EDITOR

Last week marked a
historic time for the public school
system as President Obama and
Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary
of Education, announced that
they were drafting a blueprint
to "overhaul" the No Child Left
Behind policy and improve the
quality of the nation's schools exactly what the current policy
left behind. Though they are only
in the planning process, this is
the one of the greatest and most
desirable moves the White House
has made to date - even more so
than healthcare reform.
In Fla., we are all too
familiar with the No Child Left
Behind policy, specifically with
the creation of the FCAT and
other standardized tests that
are supposed to be used to
gauge students' knowledge and
education. "Supposed to" is the
key phrase here. According to
teachers' complaints, the FCAT
has forced teachers to teach only
for the test. As a result, students
are learning to perform well on
the test when they should be
learning the material.
Fla. 's current educational
model puts the FCAT at the

makes Obama and Duncan's
move so important is that it's
putting education back into the
hand of teachers and students
- where it belongs.
If Obama and Duncan
succeed in repairing this broken
system, the quality of education
that students receive, in every
comer of this country, will
improve and students will once
again be prepared to continue
studies or join the workforce.
That means, along with the
help of last year's financial aid
bill, attendance at universities
Photo by L. Aurigemma
will
continue to grow and more
StefaniRubino,Manaing/OpinionsEditor
students will be able to receive the
forefront of students' education, kind of instruction and training
so instead of actually giving they'll need to be successful. .
students real knowledge - like,
More than anything, this
say, what a helping verb is and its will give students and teachers a
usage - teachers are forced to chance to truly engage with one
teach them how to perform well another, which is a significant
on the test. Given this model, how part of education in the first place.
could anyone expect students Interaction in the classroom is
to be prepared for college when what teaches students how to
their entire high school education . think critically and be made
was spent learning how to take a aware of the events happening
standardized test? Not exactly the around them. This new policy
most useful skill.
offers new hope for the future of
Obviously, students can't, education and every person in the
which is the reason Fla. and many U.S. - finally leaving no child
other states are struggling with the behind.
fact that students are graduating
without a real education. What

Recession. The word is
intimidating for any new graduate
looking to land a job, especially
with commencement right around
the comer.
Students are inclined to
focus on their GPA's. However,
employers have a tendency to
focus on GPA's as well as experience when hiring. Randy
Pohlman, Ph.D. and the former
dean of the Huizenga School of
Business once told me there are
three key elements to becoming
an asset to a company, academic
knowledge, exceptional technical skills and outstanding
interpersonal skills.
In other words, you need
to know what the job is, how to
do it, and how to interact with
your staff and clients so that
everyone is happy with,not
only your productivity, but your
personality.
You may be realizing
right now that you have no job
experience in your field. My
advice is to get an internship
and, to find out more about that,
you can tum to our feature story
on internships on page four.
Another hurdle you may have to

overcome is that you are not a
people person. If I have learned
anything in my career, it is that
there are politics involved. Know
who you need to impress, who
you need to be social with, and
try not to get into any drama. As
far as academic knowledge, your
time here at NSU has given you a
head start. Good luck on your job
hunts and let The Current know
how you did.
Have an opinion, letter to
the editor, or story idea? Send
it to nsunews@nova.edu. The
Current is listening.

On the Scene
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR

How do you think the current
"No Child Left Behind" policy
is affecting education?

"Up North, we don't have the FeAT. I think
it discourages the child from education
because if they work hard for it and then
fail, they don't want to take it again."
Ezzeldin Hegazy, sophomore biology major

follO\N US
on t\NittBr
cheCH out our twitter for
the fotest compus news.

"I think kids are being prepared for the FeAT
too early. I have a little cousin in elementary
school and she has a lot of pressure to [do
well] on the FeAT. I think they should focus
more on school and not on the FeAT."
Magela Pons, freshman biology major

"I think they are focusing too much on
[testing], not education. The schools are
too worried about getting an 'A.'"
Katheryn Mansur, freshman biology major

www.twrtter.com/thecurrentnsu
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